
VENEZUELA

Ongoing political, human rights, and socio-economic developments in Venezuela are

compelling growing numbers of children, women and men to leave for neighboring

countries and beyond. Many arrive scared, tired, and in dire need of assistance. With over

5.9 million Venezuelans living abroad, the vast majority in countries within Latin America

and the Caribbean, this has become one of the largest displacement crisis in the world.

There has been an 8,000 per cent increase in the number of Venezuelans seeking refugee

status worldwide since 2014, principally in the Americas. 

The majority of refugees and migrants from Venezuela arriving in neighboring

countries are families with children, pregnant women, elderly people and people with

disabilities. Often obliged to take irregular routes to reach safety, they may fall prey to

smugglers, traffickers and irregular armed groups. As more and more families arrive with

fewer and fewer resources, they are in immediate need of documentation, protection,

shelter, food and medicine.

Host countries and communities in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,

Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, and the southern Caribbean have been generously

welcoming them, but are increasingly overstretched and some are reaching a saturation

point.



For further information:

Institutional Websites and NGOs

ICMC Welcoming, Protecting, Promoting and Integrating Venezuelan Migrants: Pope
Francis’ Roadmap Put into Action in Ecuador
https://www.icmc.net/2020/02/05/welcoming-protecting-promoting-and-integrating-ve
nezuelan-migrants-pope-francis-roadmap-put-into-action-in-ecuador/#

Vatican.va, Pope Francis’ Angelus
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2021/documents/papa-francesc
o_angelus_20210214.html

UNHCR, Venezuela Situation https://www.unhcr.org/venezuela-emergency.html

Online Newspapers and Periodicals:

Vatican News, Pope prays for Venezuelans hit hard by Covid-19 and poverty
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-01/pope-francis-letter-venezuela-porr
as-covid-poverty.html

Vatican News, Pope thanks Colombuia for efforts to protect migrants
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-02/pope-thanks-colombia-for-efforts-
to-protect-migrants.html

Vatican News, Colombia. Cúcuta: ayuda del Papa a migrantes venezolanos varados en la
frontera
https://www.vaticannews.va/es/papa/news/2020-08/colombia-diocesis-cucuta-ayuda-d
el-papa-migrantes.html
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